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Tars life, what but an ever- varying ſcene, 
There pleaſure only leads the way to pain; ; 
here evil follows good with rapid pace, 

Ir to a greater evil leſs gives place; 

an in no certain ſtage is ever fix'd, 

he preſent always hurrying on the next; 

here, as our new-ſprung teeth the old expel, 
ns puſh their parents to the lonely cell ; 

ſhere race to race ſucceeds, as wave to wave, 
d pregnant wombs but ripen for the grave! 


Viewing 


6 


viewing this conſtant whirl with giddy pain, 
I look around for reſt, but look in vain, | 5 
1 naught within life's narrow limits ſpy, 
Can give relief to my Rill-troubled eye. 
Though trembling at the intermediate gloom, 
It dares to dart a look beyond the tomb: 
No longer with unceaſing changes tir'd, 


Here ſurely muſt it find the reſt defir'd. | Of 


But what an awful ſcene ! how vaſt ! how new 
What untold worlds of wonders riſe to view er! 
The ſoul, life's narrow limits wont to moan, 
Shrinks from a ftate where limits are unknown, 
Though rolling tides to ficknels toſs d before, 


Perpetual ſtillneſs ſure muſt ſicken more. 


With dread velocity here ages flow; | 


But who can think of an eternal now ? 


Eternity what image can I find, 


'To pain thy 0 to the. lab'ring mind? 
Aſtoniſh' 


Aſtoniſh'd nature, bluſhing, ſtands. aloof : 
afraid to hazard the unequal proof. 
Thy life, Meravs' LAH, leſs proportion bears, 
Than an ephemeron's to thy world of years. 
Leſs all thy ages, Time, compar'd with this, 


Than bucket's drop, with ocean's great abyſs. 


faſons in regular ſucceſſion move; 
f endleſs being yet no ſymbol prove. 
acceffion can to time alone extend ; 
1 All change, though regular, forebodes an end. 
+ MW thee, Eternity, no ſign appears, 


vn in th' unwearied motion of the ſpheres. 


They only haſte their bounded courſe to run: 
Jarkneſs at length ſhall overpow'r the ſun. 


Eternity ' the mention of thy 8 | 
hinges all my intellectual frame. 

ſhe faculty of thought appears to fly, 
lo think of ceaſeleſs being if I try. 


Imagination, 


uſh' 
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Imagination, man's creative pow'r, Ms 


Can give new worlds exiſtence every hour. Mt 
E But theſe all periſh, like ſome airy charm: | It 
Duration infinite defies her arm. eee a |} 


It; eagle-like, ſhe tempt this arduous flight, 
Headlong ſhe falls into the realms of * 


Weak man eternity with time confounds, 
To what admits of none by fixing bounds. ' br 
His thoughts are in a temporal mbuld ſo caſt, N 
He judges of the future by the paſt : 
Thus vainly tries (he knows no better tool) 
To mete eternity by time's ſhort rule. e 
Hours, months and years, perhaps he throws away” o 


In his conceptions of th' eternal day. 


But unayoidably he makes a pauſe; Ho 
And darkneſs o'er the reſt her curtain draws. | hi 
- | F ſuc 


| Our leaſt imperfect thoughts on this great them kat 


That 'tis incomprehenſible proclaim. 


1 


i; that fond child, his ſhadow who would claſp,” 


gill finds, as he purſues, it flies his graſp: 


hen ſeem we neareſt, it eludes our view. 
Millions of ages on each other heap, 
s long as memory can reckoning keep. 


vn when all theſe are in idea run, 
© loiter at the goal where we begun. 


hrough all its windings we can follow time, 


ut when into eternity it pours, 

che meaſureleſs purſuit 's no longer ours. 
e only ſee, for time appears no more, 
away ocean without bottom, tide or ſhore. 

How great that Being, who an earthborn worm, 
his own likeneſs, could immortal form ! 

f ſuch the late eternity of man, | 

hat mind can dare the life of Gop to ſcan ? 


like ſome great ſtream that waſhes many a clime. 


L 10 2 
N ot even a ſeraph's tongue aright could fing 


Thy matchleſs being, 0 immortal King! - 
'Man by thy pow'r, and at thy pleaſure lives : 


But who to thee, Great Cauſe N exiſtence gives? No 
Eternity for man thou haſt not made; ca 
But, making man for! it, thy grace diſplay'd. 1 
Of yeſterday immortal, man appears; He 
With thee as yeſterday a thouſand years. gel 
From time into a deathleſs ſtate we glide, 

As ſhow' r ſprung torrents mingle with the tide, 0 
But thou, ineffably remote from change, Cond 

Inhabiteſt eternity's full range. 


Commencement, progreſs, end, alike unknown; 
Perfect eternity is all thy OWN: - 
Or rather, rightly could man's language al 
In thee alone can this perfection dwell: 

Thy neceſſary eſſence its abode; 3 


Thyſelf eternity, and therefore Gov. 
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“That man is with immortal pow rs endow'd, 
« How can we know Py By Reaſon 'tis allow d. 
latter can never conſtitute a ſoul, | 
Nor cauſe its actings, though it may controul. 
Can life ſpring from a ſubſtance quite inert? 185 
Ir what is merely paſſive thought i impart : Py 
He, who to ſuch abſurdity gives faith, 

zelieves that life can being owe to death, 

e. of immortality the fond defire 

Conſumes the ſpirit with unceaſing fire. 

No bliſs terreſtrial can ſupply its wants; 

lt ſcorns the preſent , for the future pants; * 
Still ſeeking, as its only proper food, | 

An infinite and never-ending good. 

Would God all-wiſe, who never works in vain, . 
Implant deſire, to prove a ſource of pain: 

or, though himſelf the object it purſues, 

Wl! proſpect of poſſeſſion Kill refuſe ? 


* 
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| Above the brates can man be raiſ d ſo high, 
Merely, like them, to eat, and drink, and die? 
F ar better, then, the nature of a brute, 
Whoſe cravings ſtill its mean condition ſuit 
Which ne'er deſires that intellectual feaſt, 
Proud reaſon only can give pow'r to taſte: 


Which, pleas'd with what its preſent wants ſupplies 
Nor wails the paſt, nor for the future fighs : 
Ne'er knew remorſe, refſection's venom'd fang, WM Ar 


Nor from anticipation felt a pang. Ib 


Doom'd to extinction is bright reaſon's ray? ; 
Then with the body muſt it ill decay. In 
Its light divine muſt gradually decreaſe, Ih 
As our corporeal ſtrength grows leſs and leſs. MM Int. 
Is this the caſe? Experience let us cite. But 
Oft in full vigour takes the ſoul its flight. All 
When feeble life ſcarce flutters in the vein, {4s 1 


Or every member is convulſ'd with pain; 


ples 


"Oe 
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The ſoul, indignant.of the mortal ſtrife, 


Seems to acquire an increment. of life. 


« 'Tis not ſo always,“ you reply. What then ? 
To me one inftance is as good as ten. 


The ſoul muſt ſure; if not immortal e 
lnvariably with the body fade. 


Some know a ſecond infancy in age.“ 


Some too, like tigers fierce, require a cage ; 
And ſome are drivelling ideots from their birth. 


ls reaſon therefore quite unknown on earth? 


What nation 18 there, howſoever rude, 
The voice of reaſon that hath here withſtood 2 
Their modes of life, as diff rent as their hues, 
Into their creeds their characters infuſe. 
But as their ſev'ral modes a bias lend, 
All for bleſt immortality contend. 
As food the mild Hindoo will naught receive, 
That ever breath'd ; inſtructed to believe, 
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| . Shall endleſs blis enjoy beyond the grave, 
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By tranſmigrations, varying much in kind, I“ 
According to deſert, the ſoul refin'd ; P 
| That i it, when waſh'd from every moral ſtain, 3 
With j joy may enter BRAMa' $ bleſt domain. P 
Hindoo, why cruel only to thy wife? A 
Whom hope to ſhare with thee immortal life, E 


Muſt with the reſolution fell inſpire, 
To fling herſelf upon thy funeral pyre. 


Th' exil'd Perſce, revering ZzRDusr”'s . 


Devoutly nouriſhing the hallow'd flame; 3 
still holds (for ſuch his country's ancient creed 
A general reſurrection of the dead, 

A judgment, retribution without end: 

All theſe the doctrines of his ſacred Zend. 
The fierce Canadian, eager in the chace, 
Whether he hunt the brute or human race; 


Believes that all the active, and the brave, 


8 1 fertile regions, where they ſtill mall find, 


In rich profuſion, game of ev'ry kind; 


Whi 


— 
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While everlaſting horror, want and woes 
The indolent and daſtardly ſhall know. 


—— 


Dark Afric's fon, 3 in yon devoted ille, dion | 
| Doom'd with. his blood to feed the ray'nous foil; 5 
Invokes with ardour Death's reluctant hand, | | 
| That ſhall reſtore him to the diſfant land, | | 
The cup of pleaſure where, he drunk before, |! 


here freeborn Britons thall oppreſs no more. 


—— — 
——ů — — 
. — 


Not ev 'n the ſtunted Greenlander, whoſe mind 
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ems in proportion to his ſize confin' d, | 


= Reſtrains his hopes to this imperfect ſtate; 
ree e 


lle ſcorns th' idea of ſo mean a fate. 


ide Scythia's ſons, rejoicing in the ſteed, 

ind far-renown'd for every warlike deed, 
ippear as witneſſes. Who has not 3 5 
That horſes with their owners they interr'd ? 


erſuaded that | beyond the well-ſtor'd tomb, 


Their habits dearly-lov'd they ſhould reſume. 
Vf Scandia” J ruthleſs WAITIOTS need I tell; ? 


he coward only who conſign'd to hell 


But 


[ 16 ] 
But gave to all FRET elſe they batte good) =P 
Who bravely barter'd life in fields of blood, 


In Opix's Hall a life of joy to lead, 
And drink from ſkulls of foes Celeſtial mead; 


This doctrine wrapt in figures oft appears; 
And truth the airy guiſe of fable wears. 515 50 
Behold that bird, with rays of glory crown'd, 
On earth whoſe paragon was never found; 
That fits majeſtic on a ſtar-deckt globe, 
Mock'd by his purple plumes th? imperial robe; 
The Phenix nam'd; to heathen bards well . 


As ſelf. begotten, ſire at once and ſon. 

Five hundred years a bliſsful life he leads, 1 
And on ambroſial aromatics feeds: | 
Then rears his funeral pile; and mid perfumes 
Buy ſelf-bred fire ſpontaneouſly endes 


ull o 


Ane w he from his ſmoking aſhes ſprings, i 


And cleaves the yielding ſky with vig' rous wings heir 


E iy: 1 


A regular courſe this prodigy purſues 8 


five cent'ries lapſ'd, his youth he ſtill renews. 11 
bright emblem this, of life without a cloſe, _ - | | ! 
or life that ev'n from diſſolution flows! 1 
A radiated crown the Phenix Wears: 


for till-reyolving, like the ſun's, his years, 


That globe, which every where alike you find, 
lternity delineates to the mind. 


n that which ftill preſents a circ'lar face, 


teginning, end or middle, who can trace? 
This, as a throne, the ſolar bird ſuſtains, 


ind proudly tells that he for ever reigns, - 


Is Reaſon the ſole fountain of this lore ? 
Ir flows it from Tradition's ancient ſtore ? 


mes heir energy they ſeem to have combin'd, 


o lend a glimpſe to the benighted mind. 
ul oft diſcrimifiation they defeat, 
rings kbeir mutual reſemblance is ſo great. 


0 They, 


& i 
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They, like two ſtreams that from one fountain flow, 


Their origin to one bleſt Author owe. A 
Tradition what? FR far as undefil'd, E 
Of Reaſon infinite the younger child. 7 
Tradition's influence do you here prefer, He 
Becauſe ſo general? Far you cannot err. AS 
This to a revelation muſt you trace, 18 
Made to the common parents of our race. Th 
By 

Here Conſcience too preſents her potent claim Nh 
As inward arbiter of praiſe or blame. The 
Good to encourage, evil to reſtrain, 3 hut 
She points to everlaſting bliſs or pain. Vor 
Who ſeorns to liſten to her friendly call, = WE 
On him the curſe's fulminations fall. How 
She exerciſes all the pow'r of Go : And 
The guilty tremble at her awful nod. at hy 
Is this leluGon'? Sure, it cannot be: Thou 


8 | 3 
Some race or age would from its pow'r be free f co 


hey 


411 


„Vor would its dictates be ſo much the ſame, 
among the millions that confeſs man's name, 
Enthuſiaſm is a giddy fool, 

That never governs by a certain rule. 

Her vot'ries, though alike they own her ſway, 
As widely differ as do night and day. 

In early prejudice, as many ſpeak, 


Who in religion's ways were never train'd. 

The ſinner freedom from its bonds may boaſt; 
But hides the wounds this fatal victory coſt: 
Nor tells how oft theſe wounds yet bleed anew, 
When dread eternity arreſts his view; 

How terrors, in the midſt of joys, appal, 

And pleaſure's fulleſt cup is turn'd to gall. 

At hypocrites reſtrain thy raill'ry forc'd : 

Thou art thyſelf of hypocrites the worſt. 

Free If conſcience ſome ſo far confeſs the ties; 


hey feign a fear their guilty life belies, 


The ſource of conſcience we 1n vain would ſeek, 


. it 

— — 

e 4 ff f 
35 


By conſcience myriads feel themſelves enchain'd, 


Thou, 


L 20 I 
Thou, acting ſure a more prepoſterous part, 5 
Pretend'ſt to ſmile at what diſmays thy heart. ; 


The voice of conſcience claims thy greateſt awe; © 


'Tis the memorial of a perfect law; 


A line, though faded, of that likeneſs bleſs'd, 

In man- s creation on his ſoul impreſs'd Vi 
Anticipation of that judgment dread, W 
Towhich thiArchangel's voice ſhall wake the dead W 
The voice of immortality within Th 
The voice of Gop not filenc'd yet by fin : As 


Who laughs at conſcience, dares to laugh at Gon W4 { 


And treads the path that atheiſts Rill have trodeſ A 


Cou 
Without the faith of an eternal ſtate, uh. 
The ſocial life would quickly terminate. Mea 


f* That,” cries the Deiſt, knows no higher ſourWHay 
Than human policy, its laws to force. {ſhe 
: 60 Sagacious legiſlators early found, Firſt 
e By temporal ſanctions man could not be bounſhen 


© ThaPtriye 


an 1 


They therefore (more could 3 wit deviſe hs 


1 


Exhibited the gods as their allies: 
re: And that mankind by terror might be tamd, 
«OF immortality the doctrine fram'd.” 
Tis granted, then, man's laws are far too weak, 
Vice to reſtrain, our ſtubborneſs to break. 
Would He, ſupremely pure whom all allow, 
al Ml with ſuch a conſtitution men endow; * 
That, to a lie unleſs their faith they give, 
As creatures rational they cannot live? 
op A ftate of retribution who decry, 
rode Deity ought alſo to deny. 
Could he be fit ſupremely to preſide, 
Who did not proper means of rule provide 


Means,—all the name of wiſdom who en ) oy, 


ſourq Have found it neceſſary to employ ? 

The infidel, to man how great a foe ! 

firſt owns the debt we to religion owe: 

bount hen, as afraid our bliſs ſhould be too great, 

© ThePtrives to perſuade us that tis all a cheat, 

All 
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If juſtice, then, no vain illuſion be, 


IT) he darkneſs of the ſoul reſiſts its pow'r : 


[mY 


All who the doctrine of a Gop receive, A 
That he is infinitely juſt believe. 7 
This character he ſurely would diſcard, 199 N 


Who ſhould not puniſh ill, nor good reward. T 


But in this life, as Juſtice were aſleep, | fi 
One harveſt righteous men and wicked reap. 


Of roſes oft a garland vice adorns ; ; 


While heav'n-born virtue wears a crown of thorns 


A ſtate of retribution men muſt ſee ; 


Where every one, according to his ways, 


1 
Alo1 
Though Nature's light, pervading every clin i 
n d. 
behc 
Wiſe] 
This 
hic 


Shall reap eternal honour or diſpraiſe, 


Shoots a bleſt ray beyond the verge of time ; 
Weak ſeems it to the ſenſe-beclouded eye, 


Nor teaches how to live, or how to die. 


Ev'n ſages tremble at the fatal hour., 
e Appe⸗ 
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Appears this light much like the quiv'ring ray, | 
That ſtrives to give yon ſhaded gulf to day. 
Now gaily ſmiles it on the other ſhore: 
The leafy darkneſs moves, —'tis ſeen no more. 
from heav'n itſelf a light ſuperior ſtreams, 
ind death's deep ſhade illumines with its beams. 
Eternal objects claim this nobler light ; 

orns Too high for reaſon, too remote from fight. 
l ſupernatural medium ſuits them beſt : 


from this alone the mental eye finds reft. 


Alone can put uncertainty to ſhame. 
clinW it are all theſe chilling clouds diſpell'd, 
doubt the philoſophic mind that held. 
behold ! eternity's wide portals ope, 
iſcloſing all mankind can fear or hope. 

This light the terrors of that death reveals, 
hich ev'n a never-ending ſpirit feels: 


XPpe⸗ 


That evangelic light, from heav'n which came, 
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But chiefly ſhews the glory of that ſtate, 2 f 


Fg 


Where joys ineffable the juſt await. A 2 742 4 


How faint the view! how mean, with this compar'd, Ir 


The fam'd Elyſium of the heathen bard ! WW 


| This heav'nly light alone points out the way, 
Can lead the traveller to eternal day : 
A way, omniſcience only could deſign f R 
No hand could finiſh, but the hand divine : 
A way, through blood (how ſtrange to mention M 


made; 
Det 
That blood the price for man's redemption paid, 
More precious far than all the world contains; Ther 


The blood of Him in heav'i and earth who reign * 


| 338 hat 
Lo! beams enlivening burſt from yonder grave lik 


Who thence aſcends ? 'Tis He who came to ſave his 


Well may this triumph, Chriſtian, be thy boaſt; 


err 1 
A glorious Proof that Death his pow' r. hath loſt 


i 
0 


aS 
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He as the firſt-fruits raſe of them that;flept;: -» 
A harveſt, then, muſt from the grave be reap d. 
an his revival, What a prelude clear, 1,77 
That all the dead his quickening voice fhall hear 
und, iſſuing from the priſon of the tomb, | 
t his tribunal-wait their finat doom 7 1; 
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1), 
But only from the grave did Jeſus;riſe ?...; .'7 + 
from earth he roſe, that grave of larger 146 % 
here buried. was his glory, from the aid: D171 Th 
|: took the likeneſs of our finful clay. I 
le roſe triumphant to that bleſt abode, UK 
ſhere ev'n as man he fits enthron'd with Go. 
Is bright, aſcenſion as a pledge is giv'n, A 
lat he again ſhall be :reveal'd from heav'n, 


we like effulgence; chither to remove 
fave 


on! 


his appearance who expect and love. 


oall Mir future glory may from his be known, 5 


3 lol ras their great precurſarx he i is gone, 


PLD REI. 


2 


He dies no more; and can he ever live, 
7 


Blind caviller! what proof will thoſe receive, 


Eye- witneſſes themſelves who diſbelieve? 


He to them as their riſen Lord was known. 


of ſenſe that theis was no illufion found: 


Fox leſs than he ſo wantonly who blames. 


[ 26-] 


For them he in the holy place appears; 
Their name, as really as their nature, bears. 
| Pr 


And not this boon to all his brethren give? 


What ſays the ſceptic ? © Still I ſtand aloof 
ce Tis eaſy to aſſert ; but where's your proof ? 
25 Bring evidence that Jeſus roſe again ; | 


* And reaſoning 'gainſt a future life is vain.” 


Turn up that volume. More can you 1 
They ſaw him on the tree accurſ 'q expire: 


Yet afterwards, their hope when nearly gone, 


They ſaw, heard, touch'd him, counted eve 


wound 


by Too prone to credence ;”—one perhaps exclain 
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The ſacred college with one voice rejecis P 


The wondrous tidings of the weaker ſex, wy 
Their Maſter, as ſome troubled. ſprite, they fear'd, 5 


Among them when he afterwards appear'd. 

He reaſons, comforts, bids them all draw 1 
of nd every doubting organ fatigfy. | 
le ſhews the traces of the hens... = 


lats in their preſence. Hardly all avails. - 


90 ſtrange, ſo unexpected this event, 
To cluſtering proofs they yield a flow aſſent, - 
0 all his brethren boldly gives the lie. N 
le 'gainſt all teſtimony throws his gage, 
s if the Hume of that incred'lous T' 
even fans beheld him Rill to faith A foe: : . . 


2. Ti 4 HJ 


. 


ot all the eighth his Saviour would he know, 7 


$0 well hath — been try'd, . 
. 0 ſecret imperfection. could i it ds... 4 4 
„ ES” 1 - Twelve 
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One, who was abſent, ventures to deny, 5 
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By carnal fear aliother vyanquiſh*d yy" 4 


From the ſwift Danube to tlie plains of md ? 
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Twelve fav'tites only its great Author chofe, Is 
To whom'He all his counſels might diſcloſe. 
Vir Yearce a arrow hath Temptation known, 
That marked nbt ve or bthet for its own. 
To 40 rice vile one fell an eaſy prey 
Let 
A third more öbſtinate than either ſeems "ok He: 
Naught will he credit fave his ceptic dreams. 

No fact, from ancient hiſtory, more plain, ro. 
Than that our Saviour died and roſe n ot 
With equal reaſon. may it be deny d, = 3 


The Macedonian ſpoiler liy'J'and _ NE Who 


The traces of his victories do you find; 


Vet farther we bis glorious conqueſts trace, 


Who came, not to deſtroy, but ſave our race. 


See! where on the peninſita's extreme, 
The Malabaric chriſtians laud his nalitie The 


© + Sneceſliveſor d 


* 
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nccelinip who in that faith have ſtood,  - y 

Once-doubting Thomas ws and fears with | 
blood; EK ee, 

The reſurrection of his Lord have known. 

Is virtue manifeſted: in their ¶ . 

let Rome bear witneſs; for her wrath has burn dz 3 

fer popes and images they ſtill have ſpurn'd.” 21 


> 


STO rs E 
For certain evidence appeal no more 
To Appian, Arrian, Plutarch, Diodore. 
Not one of theſe the ſon of Philip knew). 
ſheir ſtories they from earlier writers drew, 
Whoſe works, * fate to which themſelves were 
doom d, ein e 1:0. dae Hede 
by Time's remorſcleſs tooth ive been conſumid 
lan ſuch mere copyiiſts merit more regard, 


Than thoſe who what they ſaw or knew declar'd? 


.” + 


The ſacred annaliſts, a child may ſee, 1 4 
Hre Nor dupes of fancy, nor of fraud could be- 


To 
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Would divers men, exempt from other blame, 
| Combine in falſehood, from mere love of Hae ? 
Can labour, poverty, reproach, diſtreſs, 

2 Bonds, baniſhment and death, ſuch charms poſſe 


To cozen others they could ned er intend: I, 


For who deceives without a ſelfiſh end? 


As hearts to captivate, ev'n at th. expence 
Of ſacrificing all the moral ſenſe? 

Let ſome be eons * the 8 101 fraud. | 
Will Vice, in Virtue” s ſervice, play the bard ? 


To hell a Prey who. e'er his ſoul bath givin, i x 


Shall Satan > blind the Pie to his bus? b jo 
What Bible- miracle could equal this? Cote And 
3 TO. * $4 i | >*3 n 124 Bs To 1 


But RD reſolv'd, Saint . to \ deceive ie 
Their foes were far too wile to \ giye, them leave. But 
Should i it be credited that Jeſus rpſen „ot 
The riſing ſect ** would ; in vain oppoſe. 
Thei 


* 


els, 


l. 
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Their banners would the multitude forſake: 
Their honour; int'reſt, faith were all ar ſtke. 
Had Jeſus been clandeſtinely remoy'd, 
This doubtleſs might have eafily been prov'd. / 
A thouſand methods would they not have try'd, 
The Chriſtian evidence to ſet afide 7 
But they no method know, fave that of force: 
The cauſe how deſp'rate, this the ſole reſource! 
Alie the council for their minions fram'd; 
But this to utter were themſelves aſhani'd; 
Hark! pannels to the bar their judges bring; 
Pronounce them murd'rers of the promiſ'd King; 


His reſurrection from the dead proclaim ; 


ind publiſh life ctertial through his name. 


To theſe aſſertions what do they reply ? 


vez ir falſe, no time ſo proper to deny. 


ve. But all the council as to facts are mute . 


No tongue preſumptuous ventures to refute. 


hei 
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They ſilence, as their only ſafeguard, urge; e 
Their only 1 e eee 50 . 
; 1 77 3 car att mind Crt bat Al 


Five hundred witneſſes the dere 4 fl 
At once ſaw Jeſus. after he aroſe. 


But few of theſe che heav'nly prize. had gal 
When Paul ſome early heretics arraign'd, 
The reſurrection who a fable held. [ 
He to theſe living witneſſes appeal d. In 
To ſheer inſanity was Paul ſo nich, 1 f , la 
As reſt his rea ning on an impious lie; | 
Or hazard all his apoſtolic fame; W795 6. 
While hundreds yet alive could, (hea his ame! 
TCC 
- 1 3 | e of wg were the \ friends Wet 
But were they fo for ſecondary enlls , fri 


| Muſt evidence from none but foes be wage? 2 Mb 
Are they alone impartial, never bought?! fu 0 
Did thoſe: all lie, | beeanſe they: Jeſus loy!d 2. e p 
ory ſelf-love to falſchood were they mov'd: . 


Quite 


£333 
wite otherwiſe, They under him enlift, _ 


The force of truth unable to reſiſt; _ / 
All that the world holds dear to dunghil thrown: 


, {fs friends they were, but ſurely not their own, 


d, Who aw the riſen. 8 lan of all? 41 
Twas I, : as out, of ſeaſon born,” cries Paull. 

But was not he a friend, like all the reſt, 

In honour bound his Maſter to atteſt? 15 JD 

Was Paul a friend, while by Gamaliel caught : 

His mind with vain traditions only fraught? | 

r, while conſe ating to their helliſh rage, 

ho ſlew the Abel of the Chriſtian age? 

While, fill'd with hatred at the Saviour! 8 name, 

. thoſe compell „ Who bore, i it to blaſpheme: 


\ friend ! while drudging in deſtruction- $ Ways, 
| Vi perſecuting prieſts the catchpoll baſe, | 

3h wr'd to blood, nor age nor ſex he ſpar'd "IT 

F pleaſure of the work his ſole reward: | 
» | +9 = 


LES! 


Of J ewry while he ſcorn'd the narrow range, 3 


| And urg'd his cruel chace to cities ſtrange? Wb 


Eternity ſhall realize your dream. 


* 
4 


Not til he Jeſus in his glory ſaw; 


Say, muſt his teſtimony loſe its. weight, 


Ns wonder ye ſhould with eternal ſleep. 


But would you therefore wholly quench their fir - 


. Not all the memairs of mankind can ſhow N. 


A more aſſiduous or metern S Fo 


Of love when felt his madden'd heart the law? 


And heard the language from his lips that came 
His ſoul o'erwhelming with remorſe and ſhame, 


*Gainſt Gop becauſe he could no longer fight? 
To Paul whoe'er refuſes to give heed, '- 
Would diſbelieve a witneſs from the dead. 


Through life who bacchanalian vigils "Ow Fron 


But ſure you daze already, if you — 
Cn at 
Your pow'rs exhauſted doubtleſs reſt require: 


—_— 
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L 38 1 
By diſſipation greatly are they preſs'd : 
But mere annihilation is not reſt. 
Your wretched life, to chat of beaſts how night. 
For once conſiſtent, you like them would die; 
W?- Perhaps the ane ient adage true appears; 
Ex nibilo nibil fit * allays your. fears. 


amel four life, in- virtue's ſcale, has nothing been; 3 


Non- entity muſt therefore cloſe the ſcene! _ 


Me. 
Thus, ev'n through clouds of falſehood, truth. may = 
t! daun; 1 
as reaſon's ae in Gade, freaks the man. 
Degenerate a too 1 the apes of . ' 
7, rom her we learn to dreſs, and learn to dance. 


ind muſt ſhe teach thought's drapery, how to 
| binds 
ls privileg'd to give the mode to mind 15 
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Nothing can come from nothing. 
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Was but an arrant dfibeller cd Volthike. 


| Hebert and Hubert, Diderot And Clootz, n 


Infallibility may ſhe S Ds 


N 1 prove the Chriſtian faith 1s hers the taſk ; 
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Her 1 impious chorus muſt we alſd ſwell 31 
And learn a new, a quicker ſteß to hell? 1 
Fools, then, our fathers! ' more to a n I 
Than to a Bacon, Boyle or Locke we owe. H 


Newton, with all his — ware, 22 


Bu 
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Of 


Theſe Engliſh ſages thought the Bible true- 
Too good a Proof they nothing rightly l. ane. 


2 


Of ſuperſtition have grub'd up the roots. © 
Such lights your piddling Deiſts Hure ſürpaſs, 188 
As far as gold does lead, or man an aſs. Oft 

n 200! 003 {N90 234396530 . 
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But why of Gallia's eie waters drink: ry I 
Becauſe of yeſterday Mme try "a to mik = - Wer 
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As looſ d ſo lately 85 the 2 KFC Rom me 


Becauſe ſhe ſaw it 9 . a maſk? ho 
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- Thifſo pagan altars only wander'd back. 
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The Scripture-miracles may the deſpiſe ;- 
As having learn'd that thoſe of Rome are lies * : 
she earthly kingdoms alters at her will 
Hence is ſhe fit the throne of Gop to fill > 
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Your moral creed from raiſon takes ies name: 
But reaſon ſcornft ty rejects the claim. ST Br. 
Allow od to fpeak, the boldly will deny, 

The higlilbörn principle or thougit can die- 

or wiſdoin'oft the greateſt fobls Are van; 
s maniacs all their keepers ecunt infane. 
oft thoſe, enchanted by à fyſtem ſtrange, 
No cauſe have found to glory in the change. 
lnel, bewitch'd by grovelling Egypr's bupß, 
Her gods would borrow; And a calf came up, 


ws | R 
« # i, 4 * ; 1 


ff... ͤ d 3117 VA DEST. 
To baniſh Chriſtianity who ſtrive, 
ithout a fabſtitute ean hardly live. 


ho lately ſeem'd all worſhip to attack, 


One 


f 38 1 


One Gop they.contumeliouſly abjur'd 5 
But other two they in his ſtead ſecur d. 
Reaſon and Liberty aſſume his throne 
And theſe by emblems ſenſible are known: 
Not by unfeeling lumps of ſtone or wood; 
Their v worſhippers prefer warm fleſh and blood, 
And ſure, if ſenſe to help devotion tend; MA 
More aid the living, than the dead, can lend. 
Lewd Moab's daughters, by their luſts beguil'd, 
Themſelves in honour of their. god defil'd. 
But lo ! devotion never dreamt before 3 
Sages a naked proſtitute adorns! <1 

"Tis wiſely thought : no deities vou keeß 

Who will not, with cheir vot'ries, go to ae RK 

True, ſome the higheſt honours have attain'd, : 
Already by the ſleep of death enchain'd. JP Potl 
| The nation's leſſer deities 8 are theſe 5 ß 


a Whoſe buſts you in the modern Pantheon raiſe: 
| | Anothe 


, _* Dii minorum gentium. 


\ 
SO 


[ 39 ] 
Another proof, howe'er the atheiſt rave, 
Some ſpecies of religion man muſt have. 
How cloſe you in the ſteps of heathens tread, 
The living God who left, and deified the dead! 


| LE: $8370 
„ 


3. By yours the old mythology's outdone, 


As twinkling ſtarlight by the blazing ſun. 
beparted ſouls their Styx they wafted o'er : 
d, Lou never let them ſee another ſhore. 

Who drunk of Lethe all the paſt forgot: 

To ſouls and ſorrows you aſſign one lot. 

of helliſh Cerberus, as poets feign'd,. - 
me watchful pow'rs might by a ſop be chain'd, 5 
I vou mend the thought. m—_ | _ might * 
1 and bite-: * 2 

Both men and _ you drown in \ endleſs night. 


liſe: Annihilation! a 5 3 8 : 
otheFWhat demon gov thy hideous form to earth? | 
_ What 
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This boon, i n quand ring on all- mortal man. 


| | Bereaving him, amid o'erwhelming cares, 
Of what alone can genuine ſolace give, | 
The hope that he in bliſs ſhall ever live, 
It cruelly endeavours to controul 

/ Our, fineſt ſenſibilities of foul 


[40] 


What rugged. boſom found for thee a place? 
What powerful ſpell proyok'd the firſt embrace? 
Thou nor to heav 'n nor earth could'ſt being owe, 
Alike to man and to his Lord a. foe. J II 
Some baleful fury doubtleſs, ſent from hell, 

To make man mock what, devils know full well. 


3 ? i 3 


Nature's firſt Jaw, her lateſt ſpring of joy, 
Man's love of being, would this fiend deſtroy. 
It ſtr ives to break imperial xeaſon's ſway, 33 
Pronouncing her the creature of id. »; 
Of reaſon's God it ridicules the plan, 


— & . 


Man's temporal happineſs it much impairs, | 


Relentle 


1 


elentleſs tears aſunder all thoſe ties, 

ce? ro life chat lend endearment, as it flies; 

we, uhich has it been man's buſineſs here to HO” PAL 
Aſur'd they ſhould in heav'n perfection find. | 

a friend's, a x ſpoule's, or a Parent's care, 


ell. Nis waſted on a worm, it bids us ſpare. 005 
ur cares no preſent pleaſures reimburſe: 

ud why to thankleſs nothing play the nurſe ? 
\ foe to all that characters our kind; | 
lo inſtinct, reaſon, hope, and ſenſe refin'd ? - 
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No wonder, then, though great the atheiſt's toil, 
um ſuch a doctrine moſt of men recoil. ©» 
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vn they, unknown eternity who fear, 
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rink from annihilation's proſpect drear. 
ſho wiſdom's ways on earth ſurvey with gloom, 
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a wiſ her bright reverſion yond the tomb. 

emſelves philoſophers who call, of 

n bear-th* idea without pain, tis all. by 
r But 
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| Fears of the future oft his fancies Tout: 


Loſt half a century's toil, ſee Ferney's ſage - 
In double darkneſs groping, doubt and age ! 

. Self-reaſon'd out of all de knew before, 
„His mind's a wretched blank ev 'n at fourſcore Not 


[ 42 ] 


But from the view of total loſs of thought 
Can pleaſure to the thinking pow. r be brought 1 
Delights philoſophy with brutes to vie? . 
Or gratifies à diſmal blank its eye? e 


What buoys up their ſinking ſpirits? Pride. 


The mob's ignoble footſteps they avoid. * 


It mounts ſtil higher, From ſuch men bein | i 


To wait their doom at 4 fuperivt's ba. 


No full perſuaſion can this creed ſecure: Wt 
Dark clouds of doubt the ſage 8 mind —_— 

10 

But here the 5 ſeptic may have leave to ** 

Midſt far-fam'd wiſdom, owns himſelf a fool, 
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oe thoſe he peeviſhly inquires the way, 
t. MU Whom he laboriouſly has taught to ſtray. 
I Doubts,” he exclaims, „ encompaſs us around + 
In ſuch a ſtate can happineſs be found? 
& Is there a Gop? or is he ſuch as aid ? 1 
« Exiſts the foul > Can death its powirs invade? 
„ Extends our hope beyond the preſent life? 
Help me 40 terminate this diſmal fivife,.i 


1 Philoſophers heroic may prevail Ss 167733 - 
ꝝBut as for me, though ſtruggling hard, 1 fails. 
e. To ſoothe him, D' Alembert his pupil tries: £6047 
concerning Gop's exiſtence,” he replies, 
t. Mere ſceptioiſin ſeems ehe wiſeſt plan: 
(How little's known with certainty to man 0 


If naught we know about it, I conclude, # 
F'Tas quite unneceſſary that we ſhou'd 1. ** 12 
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But when Voltaire 4 dreary deathbed preff d, 

Not all che heatkenlſh horde eould ſoothe to reſt. 
"1071 ON . TUTOR Bodied Nor 

Voltaire talen & 170. + D' Alembert's Letters, L. 36. 
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Nor witty jeſt, nor ſophiſm.can . 3 0 10 
Nor flattery's fumes his troubled conſcience EY f 
He Jeſus view'd with hateful envious ey Bin T 


And Cruſb the wretch, was {till his impious.cry. i 
'Twas ſtill his cry, with wordly fame while fluſh'd:f R 
Too late he finds, himſelf. alone is cruſb' d. F 
That ſtumbling-ſtone . contemptuouſly he -{purn'd;M Ir 
With horrid vengeance. on his head return d. H 
Eternity, of mirthful days the ſneer, 
Seen as at hand, 0 'erwhelms his en with 111 
| From friends i in guilt he ſolace ſeeks 1 in vain: 75 


He views them only to increaſe His pain. 0 


Now, he invokes, of other help forlorn, 
The object of his former hate and ſcorn. r. 
Then, mad with anguiſh and deſpair, —_ Ye 
Or to his fellow-ſophiſters exclaims ; rh 
Tig you have brought me to this wretched ftateſſ oft 
(Four praiſe more baneful than the bigot's hate 
« That bliſsful peace you robb' d me of -xeſtore ; ; 
: 2 Or with your preſence torture me no more.“ 
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Oft wi he, they would ghoſtly counſel REI 
[ndignant they refuſe; *twould ſhame them all. 
Their dying chief they from all comfort bar : 


Ev'n ſuch the mercies of the wicked are. 


His keen remorſe in vain they ſtrive to veil : |, 
For well known facts. belie their flimſy tale. 


In ſtupor did his waſting pangs ſubſide? 
Hence all their boaſting, chat «© he ths ya, * 


That faith mobi of joy eber due, 
of great. exertion doubtleſs is the child. 
From preſſing: guilt, when hopes of mercy, 50 1 
The wretch may to annihilation Aye: ;ol : 

True, we on faith no violent hands can WE 

Yet ardent wiſhes greatly finooth. its way. 1 
This credence then, for all its boaſtful air, 
oft knows no other parent; than deſpair. 801 we 
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hs See Barruel's 3 * larobiniſm, vol. i i. chap. 18,5. 5 
alſo, M. Le Luc s Letter, vol. iii. app. 
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The leaſt of evils ſtill a preference gains: ! 
Men dread extinction leſs than W * 


* 


This brood infernal, hid in kindred wit, 
Enſanguin'd Terroriſm call d to light. 


She loy'd the griſly features of the child ; 


And on th adoption hopeful grimly ſmil'd. 4 
Of terrors would ſhe rob-th* Eternal's dure 1 
Reſoly'd to gather them around her own? - Ma 
Or, held ſhe death as but a temporal pain; Wh 
To hide the horrors of her bloody reign ? Nu 
A cradle muſt her guillotine be ond; In 
Meant lovingly to lull to reſt profound? Ine 
Ev'n for her tools an opiate muſt ſhe find. ro 
To ſtill the tumults of a troubled mind. -M*T 
For them. what fo defirable, ſo cheap,- - "Is 


So efficacious, as eternal ſleep? Ed fy 
: This opiate they requir'd, left ſhadowy night 


10 TI 
A br 


Should with her i in jur'd 1 their ſouls affright. 
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More, a the night of death with vengeance 
dread, 3 9 l 0 9 wilt,  Iregh A» 
Should, to torment _—_ looſe her dere dead. 
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Call diese if, _ ny 
But with the doctrine ill the name agrees. 
A contraſt ludicrous; indeed i it makes: 
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| | WThis creed from darkneſs its beginning takes 5 
ua leads directly to eternal night. 
N for once hath darkneſs fellowſhip with light 75 
0 Mankind in former ages fondly deem'd, 
me foul had from divine effulgence dem. 
llence ſome, with dignified ambition fd, 
To union with the ſource! of light aſpir d. 
The ſout,“ no prattles ev'n the ruſtic * 
Is but an-(pwis-fatuns;/ earth prung; 
That gaily blazes for a little while, 
t Then meanly ſinks into its native ſoil.“ F 
ight YA bright diſcovery, worthy of man” s pride, 
More That man 's, on eyery hand, to earth ally'd ! 
And 
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And what contlufion? « Why indulgence fly? | 

« My ſoul why care for? It was. es 
This ſuch illumination, as had he e 
Who madly taſted the forbidden tree. _ 
He loft true wiſdom, haſting to be wiſe * 
By means th* Omniſcient ill to man denies. 
His eyes were open'd, only to his ſhame 1 ER 
As god, but gods dethron'd, he wiſe became, 
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Ve Chriſtians rational, who fame purſie, 
Come hither and receive the laurels due. 
This plan the traces of your labours oy 3 
To infidels you act as Pioneers. 7 
«© You clear the rubbiſh; ftumbling-ſtones re remove: 
«To Chriſtianity thus ſhew your love.” 
To thorough work you doubtleſs are inolin'd: 
For ſcarcely do you leave a ſtone behind; 

Not one at leaſt ſufficient for a baſe. 

Such conduct ſurely wondrous love diſplays ! | 
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You give to Reaſon, though Geprov's d, the 
And bid buy every myſtery difown. 3 
of truth pronouncing her the judge ſupreme. 
Reaſon” s religion differs but i in nam. 
Each true hiſtorian may with Matthew vie; 
For proper inſpiration you deny. | 
Tn' evangeliſts have faithful writers TEE? 
According to their light. So wrote Rapin. | 
'Both facts and arguments they might miſtake.” 
ere revelation you at once-forſake. 


That the creation, as from Moſes known, 

Nas nature's birth: time, y you refuſe to own. 

ſbat then? . New- modelling, and nothing more, 

Of matter that exiſted long before.” 1 
Nor long, you ſay ndt. Should ſome _— 3 

T vn from eternity, you ll not debate. | 
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One world you looſe, without another's aid. Lo 1 


 Youlend impiety CGR. 
The doctrine of a judgment you aſſume, 


And looſe the obligation of his law, 


1501 
The infidel confeſſes with a ſheer, © 
His dearbought wreaths of honour you ſhould wear. 


For, leave creation as by Scripture fix'd, 


Where ſhall you yur your _—_— — 


next? * e . Es *4 FRY c 
More you perform, than boafted Archimeds, ! 


Ev'n atheiſts hail you fellow-labourers kind; T 


80 ſtriking your analogy of mind. r. 
Than theirs, your diligence has more ſucceſs; Fe 


Merely to trifle with its awful doom. 
You for their ſcheme annihilating vote, | 
Of all the wicked as the final lot. 


Identity of motive why deny? 
- Fain would you both from hated juſtice fly. T' 
Th effect alike, Gop's ſanction you withdraw, 
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To folly as indebted for its birth; - 
Th' idea of a devil wakes your mirth. 


r. 
Your ſyſtem here you pretty well connect ; 


ps Wl The poet's rule perhaps you recollect, 

In vain no pow'r ſuperior introduce *: 
You baniſh hell; for devils then what uſe? 
The ſoul of man, you Chriſtian ſophiſts holds: 
Is merely matter of a finer mould ; 

That, like the body, lie in torpor muſt, 2 
Till re- united to its ſiſter-duſt. 


** 


perchance the ſoul's by ſuch a fleep 8 
For endleſs ſleep, ſhould this be the award, 
Your creed opponents great inj juſtice do, 

If you account not Gop material too. 

To arrant- atheiſm how ſhort the road ! 


Invert your theſis, —matter ſhall be Gop. 


* of 4 . 


There are, whoſe ae bears ances ſhape, 


raw, Who without cenſure ought. N vat to > eſcape, 


TY Nec Deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus:; 
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A ſtate of retribution they admit, 


And puniſhment acknowledge as moſt fit. 
But to the thought they cannot yield aſſent, Kid 

That juſtice punitive will ne er relent. I 
In pain when countleſs ages have been paſt, Wc 

The debt, they fancy, may be paid at laſt: _ II* 

That gracious Sire, who pities all who err, 

The guilty may from hell to heav'n transfer; Noi 

At leaſt, may from their fufferings ſet them free; G0 
Or mercifully bid them ceaſe to be. N 


But man can never Gop's procedure mend : 
Then why unrighteouſly for him contend ? . 1 
His ways are equal, though our viſion fail; nie 
Nor need his attributes our friendly veil. Th: 
To him their vindication may we truft : peat Ma. 
why make him falſe, to prove that he is juſt? [Val 
Go, in his word immutable, declares  ' Flhe 
ot everlaſting woe the,wicked heirs, Wh: 
+1 5 © Ae Heng Th eee en 
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« The worm ſtill-gnawing never ſhall expire; 
« Eternally conſuming is their fire. 

Ne'er human phyfiognomy perplex d 

The good Lavater, like this ſtubborn text. 
conviction ſpurning, in deſpair he cries z 
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© LogD, teach me what this W dread 
< implies q"* > ha af; horny oft mon 75 577 | 
oc heav'n itſelf this creed the pillars ſhakes: _ 
tee; Gop's word of - revelation falle it makes. 
Not more ſecurity he gives than this, 
for the poſſeſſion of eternal bliſs. 


Wrath infinite no creature can ſuſtain;  _- 
Hence it acquires an everlaſting reign ; = 
That what man can't in meaſure full abide, 
| May»by duration endleſs be ſupply'd. 

t? aleſs eternity through age may fade, 
de finner's debt can therefore ne'er be paid. 
What though deleted were the former ſcore ? 

Thq till ſinning, ſtill would he be adding more. 
6 Then 


— — oF, 1 „ 
GE 


A * 
— 


E eng — 8 * . Ix 


- * * N 2d 
. 


e 
* 


rr 


. 
3 
WY CBI IEREF 5 > 


N o more your jeſts on Popiſh fables break : 
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Then how can hell for heav'ns delights prepare? 
Can hope illume the manſions of deſpair ? 


You hell itſelf a purgatory make. 
A change of ſtate, abſurdly you ſuppoſe, 


May him affect, no inward change who knows, 
Beatify'd is he, from Gop eſtrang' d 


Sure tis not man, tis Gop alone that's chang'd Fe 
Who fin now hates, nor will the guilty clear, WA 


- To hate and puniſh may at length forbear! To 


In heav'n th' ungodly could no pleaſure taſte, .f. 
Supremely wretched ev'n among the bleſt. I 
Give heav'n to man, but make him holy firſt; 
Elſe is he but magnificently curſ d. 

What? to extinction do you then reſort, 
| Your faith incongruous ſtill the atheiſt's upper? 


nf dark annihilation be your fate, 


"tow re fools to give it ſuch a diſtant date. 


* 


Not 


L541 
re? NVot more abſurd, and ſafer far for man, 


adopt at once the atheiſtic plan. 


Why dream a change of nature, or of ſtate, 
ſteyond the judgment? Ah! for both too late. 


You on the Judge's dread award infringe : 
Eternity itſelf you quite unhinge. 

What is eternity ? The text conſult, 
gd. je babes in wiſdom, though in years adult. 
„ Gate unalterable, that ſhall lend 

lo each man's doom duration without end. 
5 HJuſt as it falls, the tree for ever lies:“ 
Impure for ever, he impure who dies. 
The good and evil, heav'n and hell betwixt, 
By Gon a gulf impaſſable is fix'd.“ 

Folly beyond mad alchemy's purſuit ! 


Lternity you into time tranſmute. 
rt? Frepoſterous man would time eternal make ; ; 


Wet from eternity's exiſtence take. 
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In thought here but one changeful point inſert; [ 
You with interminable being part. G il thre I. 


. imagine, of whatever: kind, WI! 
Gop's law will forthwith loſe its pow'r to bind, A 
Hence, chiefly, ſinners feel its forceful cords; My 
No hope of relaxation it afſords. 
Aſſure the ſlave of fin, his pains may ceaſe ; AI 
of pleaſure he will purchaſe a new leaſe. Th 
Nor will he deem the bargain. much too dear, Bu 
Though with a cent'ry he repay each year. o: 
Man's laws you weaken. too. W hat gives them is 
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pow'r?. 
The paltry. 8 of fuflering 6 "4 an bour | do 
No. They their terrors borrow from our faith, 
That tells the danger of the ſecond death. © it 
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| . While ſome this doctrine openly abiure I 
Its evidence whale others much obſcure; 1 


4 [ 


1 
4 Do none its intereſts important wound, 
In ſacred ſpeculation who are-ſound ?- | 
Ah! myriads, Tho their orthodoxy bleſs, 
[cariot-like, betray it with a kiGe/ 1 
1, NA few baſe pieces of (earth's ſplendid duſt 
Will try the genuine object of their truſt. / +11 
No momentary pleaſure they forego, © | 7 
Although the price ſhould be eternal wo. 
They own, like faithleſs debtors, they muſt pay +. . 
hut think not how; ſo diſtant is the day. ä | 
Or hope indulge, the riſk however great, 


xm His claims their awful Credicor may bate. 


Regardleſs of their rites, as god ſupreme, 
What multitudes, call: d Chriſtian, worthip Fame! 
While- others, who purſus a fairer road, | 
Vith equal fervour cenſe the figkle god. y 


Why, ye ambitious, with ignoble mind, 
cek immortality by time confin'd'y 
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High heavy? n the ſcene. Can avght like thi 
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Of immortality the fatuous gleam, 


Exiſting but in ſhort-liv'd man's eſteem ; 


That, with its cauſe, muſt ſoon itſelf expire, | 


When human works ſhall feed the general fire? ? 


Why raiuly: pant for that ideal fame, 


Attach'd to nothing but an empty name; 


While he who bore it's number'd with the dead, 


And quite unconſcious of the ſlender meed ? ba 
An object of ambition, far more high, 

Th' eternal ſtate exhibits to your eye. 

True deathleſs immortality it gives, 

That time and all its ſhadowy fame outlives; 
From nature's. ruins ſhall triumphant Tie, 
Mid flaming elements and melting ſkies & 

An honour, not from erring man that flows; 
That, ſave th omniſcient Judge, 1 no author know 
The ſubject man himſelf, and man entire; 
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| And loſt for ever! this the only cauſe, 7 


9 L 59 ] 
Man, thou waſt made to think 5 and thou alone, 
Of all earth's tenants. Rival haſt thou none. 


This is thy proper work, thy badge, thy boaſt: 


Yet, wretched man, for want of thought att loſt ! | 
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Down on thy. head heav'n's thunderbolts that 
draws. 

Thou, too, alone art guilty of this crime: 

Though but for thinking, why the gift of time? 

Celeſtial choirs, whoſe bliſs is not at ſtake, 

To thoſe important themes are ſtill awake, 

To thee that promiſe everlaſting gain ;-- 

Yet aſk the tribute of a thought in vain. 

In thought infernal ſpirits Rill are drown'd, 

How moſt ſucceſsfully thy foul to wound. 

They every moment, every pow'r employ, 

From thee to baniſh thought, and thus deſtroy. 

And wilt not thou a ſingle moment ſpend 

On that dread queſtion, © What ſhall be my end?“ 

7” Doſt 


Le 


Doſt think at times? Ves, at thy belly's call. s 
Brutes fare as well, that never think at all, p 
| 17 thou from „ inſtinct I Bi 
The purpoſe of creative pow'r * ah io! 6:5 
Man flies from thought, as from a deadly foe: - St 
Who graſps all knowledge, fears himſelf to know, In 
Fel 
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Or if he feem to overcome his fears, 

How like a bluſtering coward he appears ! 

He laughs at danger, while he ſhuts his eyes, | 
Both promiſes and threats pronouncing lies. 
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ö Or dreams, as one in whom delirium reigns, 4 
þ That tears can waſh away his fouleſt ſtains. Hat 
Such thoughts are ſure an inſult to the name: h 
7 
b 


þ Not leſs they reaſon, than religion, ſhame. — and 
| Man's native air, his proper element, Wit] 


Eternity ; in carth's vile priſon pent, Jo, 
, His pow'rs are all compreſs'd ; one vital breath Tha 


He cannot ; tis but a lingering death. 
1 7 To Still. 


ith 


Still 
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Still pants the {aul, and flutters, yet. purſues; PING 


Pronounces bliſs what ſhe remotely views 


But when attain'd, ſhe ſickens at the fight, 
And lathes the boon expected with delight. 


| Some other phantom with new ardour fires; - 


dull fruſtrate, frerted, foal'd, ſhe never tires; 
Impetuous runs the fame inſipid round, 
Felicity ſtall ſought, but never found; 


Unconſcious of the flame that inly burns. 


Immortal are the joys for which ſhe mourns. 


Amidſt the tumult of thy midnight joys, Fl 
Haſt ever trembled at the thunder's voice ; 
When peals. ſucceſſive ſhook the maſſive wall, 


And menac'd ruin to the glittering ball; (47 


While lighting, em'lous of the pon rays, 
With flaſh horrific dim'd the waxen blaze? 
So, *midſt thy ſloth or dread careęr in ſin, 
That ſound, Eternity; if heard within, 
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Wrote on the wall, that word Eternity ; 


And wrote it is, wrote by a hand divine; 


That, knowing this, thou mercy may'ſt IO 


- The writing thou would'ſt read, its meaning find; ; 


—— ä r*ẽ² ẽ ̃ꝗ Aœ—V-hm»WrDr—— 


Would in a moment from thy ſtupor N | 
The ſoul- ſubduing ſpell of pleaſure break ; 


To trembling give the limb that moy'd with grace, 


Bedim the brighteſt eye, and pale the faireſt face. . 
Well may ſt thou tremble at the gulf profound, * 
In matchleſs frenzy thou art ſporting round. 5 
Another ſtep.—and thou art quite undone, _ 

Or 


Plung'd where a gladdening ap h of OY ne'er 
ſhone. 
Man, "midſt thy ſcenes of folly, aidft thou ſee 


Belſhazzar's feaſt, if not his fate, were thine. 


That thou may'ſt read, interpret, know with fear, 
MENE, the doom thyſelf, thy pleaſures bear; 


Ere mercy s bliGful ſeaſon be no more. 


Did not the fatal loye of 2 blind. 


1 


Is then eternity man's native air? 

Who can the value of a ſoul declare; Foun 84 
That of thy Eternal claims immediate birth, 

N aught but itſelf eternal on this earth; 

| And in its frame, though foul'd by moral ſtains, 

The native image of its Sire retains?s 
Unlike its high extraction, heay'nly Fin 3] 

On duſt to grovel, as a crawling worm! 


This world, and all its riches, honours, joys, 


Fg . 4 


What to the deathleſs part bur childiſh toys? 2 

on theſe who ſeeks to feed, at length ſhall find, 
That he has vainly ſought to feed on wind. 

Le calculators nice, your profit count 

In earth's alluring market; tell th amount. 

A diſmal cipher, vanity. the whole ! IC 
What, nothing more >—Diſquietude of 98 777 
In vain this world, with all its empty glare, 15 = 
os. You with a ſoul immortal would COMPANSs 1 
Ine foul, by ſottiſh man howe' er deſpil „„ 
More than a world i is by th' Ommiſcient priz'd.... : 


One 


1s 
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: One ſoul the price, though all the world be gain'd, MM 
Eternal and immenſe the loſs ſuſtain'd ! = 
Wake you at laſt from this deſtructive dream? E 
Ten thouſand worlds could not one ſoul redeem, 80 
His ſentence this, the ſoul alone who knows; : BY 

To whoſe all- powerful breath it being owes; | x 
Who left heav'n's throne, and ſought the lothſome Ml T. 
grave, 5 | Sir 
The cup of wide drank, the "ſoul to ſave; 1 
Bore to the full that wrath which kindles hell. Wh 
Its worth unequall'd he alone can tell. rh: 


All human calculation this tranſcends 5 
Far as beyond brief time eternity extends. 


K ſuch eternity, how great the crime, 
Confeſs'd by thouſands, that of killing time 
As tyrants oft have murder'd for their ſport, 


Vou bluſh not to avow a like effort. 


Some, their attempts unequal to their will, 
Sil wiſh for ſurer methods time to kill ; 
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Like him who, tir'd with modes of murder ſlow, 


Wiſh'd Rome one head, that he might give the blow. 
Each moment murder'd leaves a frightful ghoſt, 
Shall haunt the ſoul, when time 's for ever loſt; 


Each moment murder'd, if the guilt remain, 


Enſures a. dire eternity of pain. 
Time as your greateſt enemy why treat, 


Since every moment 's big with endleſs fate ? 


Why guilty of ſueh horrid ſuicide * DAVE 


In vain you'gaily ſtrive your guilt to hide. 

Th' eventful day its magnitude ſhall try, 

When worlds one hopeful moment cquld not buy. 
Life's ſetting ſun oft ſheds a diſmal gleam: 

0n pleaſures paſt, as ſhadows now thit ſeem. 


ind ſinks into the darkneſs of deſpair. 
duch her fad retroſpect of ſov'reign pow'r, 
Tho dying cry'd, © A kingdom for an hour!“ 


As ponderous bodies turn on pivots ſmall, 


Like Þ time's ſmall point turns our eternal all, 


What 


The trembling wretch perceives the mortal ſnare, 


[6] 


What point e'er carried ſuch a weight as this? 


Immenſity of miſery or bliſs ! 


Heav'n on his ſhoulders Atlas bore, 'twas feign'd; 


On this both heav'n and hell at once depend. 


Each fleeting moment to that final day, 


Of fate deciſive, wings our leſſening way 35) 


Wings with velocity to tropes unknown, 


Velocity unrivall'd, quite its own. 


What creature could recall a moment paſt ? 


Or who can ſay, the preſent 's not the laft ? 


Aſſur'd it were, would'ſt thou it gaily ſpend 


In vanity, regardleſs of thy end? 


Say, would'ſt not rather anxiouſly prepare 


To meet the Judge, his ſentence all thy care? 


Why then ſo thoughtleſs, why in duſt immur'd? 


Is it becauſe thou art not this aſſur'd ? 
Thy groſs ſtupidity can that excule, 
f Thy utmoſt diligence which bids thee uſe? 


| The hour of death, of judgment s hid from all 


That every one may wait his Maſter- s call; 


5 That 
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That, like the ſoldier, faithful to his guard, 
Each in his ſtation may be ſtill prepar'd. 


« But how prepar'd 200) perhaps you fondly aſk, 
2 Hath Heaven preſcrib'd no neceſſary taſæ? ; 
LE; whoſs. fair bibles, beaming bright in gold, | 
Tell, you ne'er ſought the treaſure they infold ; | 
The Scriptures ſearch with humble ardent mind; 
Lou life eternal bere alone can find. 
Dig i in this field; here's wiſdom's pureſt vein: 
Riches ineffable you ſoon ſhall gain. | 
With patience dig; for here a jewel ſhines, 
More precious far than all Golconda's mines. 
3 Who once beholds it, counts all elſe but drofs ; 
d? A world- the price, he diſregards the loſs. - 
The Word's an index too, divinely giv'n, 
In mercy to direct the ſoul to heav' n. 
t points to Jeſus as the only way ; 
al. So ſafe, that fools themſelves forget t to ſtray. 
Who life deſires, to Jeſus let him fly ; 
Chat In him whoe'er believes, can never die. 


One 


r 
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one with his Lord, he triumphs over death, 


Deliver'd from the fear of coming wrath; 
Can hug the ſtake, can kiſs the fatal knife : 
For be i in Jeſus hath eternal life. 


He joyfully anticipates that hour, 


When life mortality ſhall overpow'r ; 
Wide-opening heav'n reſtore its precious truſt, | 
And earth deliver up her ſacred duſt : 
From ſorrow, fin, and imperfection, free, 

When hefpis Gop ſhall as his kinſman fee ; 
And in his preſence be ſupremely blefs'd, 


Eternally poſſeſſing and poſſeſs d. 


Ador'd Immanuel! juſtly didſt thou ſay, 
To Go, to life eternal, i'm the way.“ 
Nor this alone; the life itſelf thou art. 
Naught higher can eternity impart. 


Bleſs'd bove conception, who in thee believes : 


He life eternal ev'n in time receives. 


